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Differentiated



W E E K L Y
STRUCTURE

Each week begins with instructions on how 
to use the week’s comprehension skill or 
strategy. 

Each week is focused on ONE 
skill or strategy. Everything is 
written for this to be 
completed independently by 
the student WITHOUT the need 
for any teacher instruction.

Friday is different because it is a 
“check-in” where the student self-
reflects on using the skill or strategy.

LEARN IT

PRACTICE CHECK IN
The practice lessons on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday are all working 
on the same reading skill or strategy. 

PRACTICE



SPIRAL 
REVIEW

Every fourth week is a spiral 
review week where students 
practice and review prior skills.

LOW MID HIGH

The leveling information is found in the center of the bottom of each page.
○ ○ ○ ONE DOT signifies the simplified text/questions.
○ ○ ○ TWO DOTS signify the grade level text/questions.
○ ○ ○ THREE DOTS signify the advanced text/questions.

3 DIFFERENTIATED
LEVELS
With passages and questions written to meet three different reading levels, 
you can easily differentiate for your whole class. The differentiated levels are 
marked discreetly so that you know the level, but your students do not.



WEEK # SKILL OR STRATEGY SUPPORTING STANDARD
1 Ask and Answer Questions (Fiction) Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

2 Use Text Evidence Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

3 Inferring Character Thoughts Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

4 SPIRAL REVIEW WEEK
5 Ask and Answer Questions (Nonfiction) Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

6 Main Topic vs. Main Idea Determine the main idea of a text, and explain how it is supported by key 
details; summarize the text.

7 Key Details Determine the main idea of a text, and explain how it is supported by key 
details; summarize the text.

8 SPIRAL REVIEW WEEK
9 Infer Character Traits Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing 

on specific details in the text.

10 Character Motivation Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing 
on specific details in the text.

11 The Character’s Reaction Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing 
on specific details in the text.

12 SPIRAL REVIEW WEEK
13 Author’s Perspective Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points 

in a text.

14 Author’s Perspective vs. My Perspective Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points 
in a text.

15 Reasons and Evidence Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points 
in a text.

16 SPIRAL REVIEW WEEK
17 The Story’s Lesson Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; 

summarize the text.

18 Connect the Lesson to the Theme Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; 
summarize the text.

19 Topic vs. Theme Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; 
summarize the text.

20 SPIRAL REVIEW WEEK
21 Text Structure: Cause and Effect Describe the overall structure of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a 

text or part of a text.

22 Text Structure: Compare and Contrast Describe the overall structure of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a 
text or part of a text.

23 Text Structure: Problem and Solution Describe the overall structure of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a 
text or part of a text.

24 SPIRAL REVIEW WEEK
25 Character Motivation Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing 

on specific details in the text.

26 Give the Character Advice Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing 
on specific details in the text.

27 Point of View Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are 
narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.

28 SPIRAL REVIEW WEEK
29 What Is the Text Structure? Describe the overall structure of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a 

text or part of a text.

30 Vocabulary in a Nonfiction Text Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or 
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

31 Understanding Diagrams Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively and explain 
how the information contributes to an understanding of the text.

32 SPIRAL REVIEW WEEK
33 SPIRAL REVIEW WEEK
34 SPIRAL REVIEW WEEK
35 SPIRAL REVIEW WEEK
36 SPIRAL REVIEW WEEK

WEEKLY 
SCHEDULE

FICTION NONFICTION

There will be 36 weeks of differentiated reading 
warm-ups included. A spiral review practice is 
interspersed every four weeks so that your 
students continually practice prior learned skills.

What this looks like: for three weeks, daily 
practice is focused on one skill or strategy. This is 
followed by one week of spiral review practice.



E M E R G E N T
Use the following pages with your 
readers who generally are not 
yet proficient with the grade 
level standards in reading.

The leveling information is found in the center of the bottom of each page.
○ ○ ○ ONE DOT signifies the simplified text/questions (EMERGENT).
○ ○ ○ TWO DOTS signify the grade level text/questions (MID).
○ ○ ○ THREE DOTS signify the advanced text/questions (EXCEEDING).



MONDAY

TUESDAY

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

Ask and Answer Questions

Ask and Answer Questions
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Let’s LEARN it!
WEEK

1M
O

N
TH

D
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&ASK ANSWER
When you ask a question about a text, it 
may be helpful to use these question words:

WHO     WHAT     WHEN     WHERE     WHY    HOW
example: How did Henry feel at the game?

When you answer a question, think about 
how you know the answer. Can you find the 
text evidence in the story?

example: According to the text, Henry felt 
happy during the game because he got to play 
with his friends.

Kevin and his dad were making a cake. 
It was his grandma’s birthday. Kevin wanted to  
surprise her with her favorite cake. 

Kevin cracked two eggs into the bowl. 
Then he added ½ cup of sugar and a cup of 
flour. Kevin knew that one of the most 
important ingredients was the cocoa. It would 
make the cake taste like chocolate.    

Chocolate was grandma’s favorite. This 
would be the perfect cake for her! 

Willa did not like cooked carrots. 
However, her grandmother always made 
them. Willa could not remember the last time 
she tried them, but she was sure she did not 
like them. She usually fed them to her dog 
under the table. 

One night grandmother asked Willa to 
try a carrot. Willa put some on her plate. There 
was cinnamon sprinkled on them. Willa took a 
bite. She could not believe it. She did like 
cooked carrots!

1. Write a question that you can ask where the 
answer can be found in the text. 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

2.     CHECK YOUR WORK: Color the answer to your 
question.

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

1. Why do you think Willa changed her         
mind about cooked carrots?

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

2.    CHECK YOUR WORK: Color the text evidence 
that answers the question.

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE
QUESTION

____



Ask and Answer Questions

FRIDAY

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTIONAsk and Answer Questions

Check In
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1. Why do you think being able to ask questions about a text might be a helpful reading skill?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you think being able to use text evidence to answer questions about a text might be a 
helpful skill?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How confident are you in your skills of asking and answering questions about a text?

☐ I NEED A LOT MORE PRACTICE.       ☐ I NEED A LITTLE MORE PRACTICE.     ☐ I AM PRETTY GOOD AT IT. 

Week #1

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE 
QUESTION

|

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE
QUESTION

____

Kaden had a problem. Everyday at 
school, all he thought about was fishing. He 
did not pay attention to writing or reading 
because he was always daydreaming. 
Kaden’s mother told him there would be no 
more fishing if did not start paying more 
attention. 

Kaden’s teacher had an idea. The next 
class writing assignment was to write about a 
favorite activity. Kaden wrote all about 
fishing. Kaden’s teacher taped his writing on 
the wall by his desk. Every day he looked at it. 
It reminded him to work hard so he could go 
fishing after school.

Angelo walked into the library. He 
found an interesting book about snakes. 
Angelo also got a book about dinosaurs. He 
was allowed to check out one more book.

Angelo saw a girl holding a book and 
looking at it closely. She thought for long time, 
and then put it back. Angelo was curious. He 
grabbed the book and saw a photo of a big 
steam train driving up a mountain. He had to 
have this book. He loved learning about 
trains!

1. How does Kaden’s teacher help him?

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

2.    CHECK YOUR WORK: Color the text evidence 
that answers the question.

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE
QUESTION

____

1. How many books did Angelo check             
out?

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

2.    CHECK YOUR WORK: Color the text evidence 
that answers the question.

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE
QUESTION

____

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY



MONDAY

TUESDAY

NEW SKILL        SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

Use Text Evidence

Use Text Evidence
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WEEK

2
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O

N
TH

D
A

TE
SLet’s LEARN it!

When you make a statement about 
what a character is like, what he or 
she wants, or how he or she feels, 
back up the statement with 

TEXT EVIDENCE.

I think Luis is friendly because the text says that he tries to talk to every kid at recess.

1. Which of these statements is the best 
way to describe Naomi in this story?

a) Naomi is curious.
b) Naomi is happy.
c) Naomi is scared.

2.   Underline the text evidence in the story      
that supports the statement you chose.

3. Complete the sentence: I think Naomi is 

_____________________ because the text says

__________________________________________

__________________________________________.

Naomi held her aunt’s hand tightly. 
The tigers stared at her from their cages. 
They did not look friendly. 

Naomi and her aunt got to their seats. 
She gripped her seat handles as she 
watched the elephants. She was glad that 
she was so far away. Naomi did not think 
she would ever make a good circus 
performer.

Keaton ran from tree to tree. He and his 
grandpa were looking for the perfect 
camping spot. Keaton grabbed his grandpa’s 
hand and showed him the spot he thought 
was perfect. He smiled at grandpa and said, 
“Let’s set the tent up here!” 

Keaton could not wait for dark so 
grandpa could make a fire. Once the tent 
was set up, Keaton looked for sticks for 
grandpa’s fire.

1. Which of these statements is the best 
way to describe Keaton in this story?

a) Keaton is excited.
b) Keaton is curious.
c) Keaton is scared.

2.   Underline the text evidence in the story      
that supports the statement you chose.

3. Complete the sentence: I think Keaton is 

_____________________ because the text says

__________________________________________

__________________________________________.



Use Text Evidence

FRIDAY

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTIONUse Text Evidence

Use Text Evidence
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Read the statement describing each person. Then choose the sentence that would be text 
evidence that best supports up the statement.

How confident are you with using text evidence to describe a character?
☐ I NEED A LOT MORE PRACTICE.             ☐ I NEED A LITTLE MORE PRACTICE.         ☐ I AM PRETTY GOOD AT IT. 

3. Ollyn is angry.
a) Ollyn stomped her foot.
b) Ollyn waved to the bus driver.
c) Ollyn fed her playful kitten.

4. Matt is scared.
a) Matt cleaned his messy room.
b) Matt carefully put his clothes away.
c) Matt hid under the blanket.

1. Ryan is a hard worker.
a) Ryan loves watching TV.
b) Ryan mowed the lawn after he 

finished his homework.
c) Ryan knows how to make pasta.

2. Barb is brave.
a) Barb mowed her neighbor’s lawn.
b) Barb climbed the steep mountain. 
c) Barb asked for more milk.

Eli heard the rain on the roof. He knew 
the baseball field would be too wet for the 
game. Eli wanted to use his new glove. He did 
not want to stay inside all night with his game 
called off. Eli thought about hitting the ball 
high in the air and running the bases. He sat 
on his bed. He kept listening. The rain did not 
stop. 

Keely danced behind the curtain. She 
only had one minute before it was her turn to 
dance. Her hands were shaking and so were 
her legs. She knew her dance well because 
she had practiced for months, but there would 
be a lot of people watching her. Her mother 
smiled and reminded her to point her toes. 

It was Keely’s turn! She took a deep 
breath and walked onto the stage.

1. Which of these statements is the best 
way to describe Eli in this story?

a) Eli is mad.
b) Eli is disappointed.
c) Eli is scared.

2.   Underline the text evidence in the story      
that supports the statement you chose.

3. Complete the sentence: I think Eli is 

_____________________ because the text says

__________________________________________

__________________________________________.

1. Which of these statements is the best 
way to describe Keely in this story?

a) Keely is happy.
b) Keely is nervous.
c) Keely is worried.

2.   Underline the text evidence in the story      
that supports the statement you chose.

3. Complete the sentence: I think Keely is 

_____________________ because the text says

__________________________________________

__________________________________________.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY



MID
Use the following pages with 
your readers who generally 
meet the grade level 
standards in reading.

The leveling information is found in the center of the bottom of each page.
○ ○ ○ ONE DOT signifies the simplified text/questions (EMERGENT).
○ ○ ○ TWO DOTS signify the grade level text/questions (MID).
○ ○ ○ THREE DOTS signify the advanced text/questions (EXCEEDING).



MONDAY

TUESDAY

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

Ask and Answer Questions

Ask and Answer Questions
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Let’s LEARN it!
WEEK
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&ASK ANSWER
When you ask a question about a text, it 
may be helpful to use these question words:

WHO     WHAT     WHEN     WHERE     WHY    HOW
example: How did Henry feel at the game?

When you answer a question, think about 
how you know the answer. Can you find the 
text evidence in the story?

example: According to the text, Henry felt 
happy during the game because he got to play 
with his friends.

The kitchen counter was filled with ingredients.  
Kevin and his dad were ready to bake a cake. It was 
his grandma’s birthday and Kevin could not wait to 
surprise her with her favorite dessert. While Kevin’s 
dad read the recipe, Kevin’s job was to find the items 
and add them to the bowl.  

Kevin cracked two eggs into the bowl. Then he 
added ½ cup of sugar and a cup of flour. Kevin knew 
one of the most important ingredients was the cocoa.  
This is what would make the cake taste like 
chocolate. Chocolate was grandma’s favorite.  

Once the cake was ready for the oven, Kevin 
had a wonderful idea. The cake’s frosting should also 
be chocolate!  He thought this would be the perfect 
cake for grandma.

Willa did not like cooked carrots. Her 
grandmother seemed to forget this. She made them 
often. Willa could not remember the last time she ate 
a carrot, but she was sure she did not like them. She 
usually dropped them onto the floor for her dog Pete. 
Sometimes Pete did not even want the carrots.

One night grandmother asked Willa if she had 
actually tried the carrots lately. Willa admitted she 
had not. Grandmother asked her to please try one 
and see what she thought. Willa took a scoop and 
placed them on her plate. Willa noticed that there 
was cinnamon sprinkled on top. Willa took a bite and 
smiled. She could not believe it. She actually did like 
cooked carrots!

1. Write a question that you can ask where the 
answer can be found in the text. 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

2.     CHECK YOUR WORK: Color the answer to your 
question.

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

1. Why do you think Willa changed her         
mind about cooked carrots?

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

2.    CHECK YOUR WORK: Color the text evidence 
that answers the question.

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE
QUESTION

____



Ask and Answer Questions

FRIDAY

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTIONAsk and Answer Questions

Check In
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1. Why do you think being able to ask questions about a text might be a helpful reading skill?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you think being able to use text evidence to answer questions about a text might be a 
helpful skill?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How confident are you in your skills of asking and answering questions about a text?

☐ I NEED A LOT MORE PRACTICE.       ☐ I NEED A LITTLE MORE PRACTICE.     ☐ I AM PRETTY GOOD AT IT. 

Week #1

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE 
QUESTION

|

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE
QUESTION

____

Kaden had a problem. Everyday at school, 
all he thought about was fishing. It was hard to do 
his work. He did not pay attention to writing or 
reading because he was always daydreaming. 
Kaden’s mother told him there would be no more 
fishing if did not start paying more attention. 

However, Kaden had a good teacher, that 
came up with an idea. The next class writing 
assignment was to write about a favorite activity. 
Kaden could not wait to write about worms, poles, 
and catching fish. Kaden wrote something great! 
Kaden’s teacher taped his writing on the wall right 
by his desk. Every day he looked at it. It reminded 
him to work hard so he could go fishing after 
school.

Angelo was a at the library. He was 
excited to choose three new books to take 
home. But which books should he choose? He 
found an interesting book about snakes and 
decided to take it. Angelo also grabbed a book 
that had a photo of a large dinosaur on the front. 
He was allowed to check out one more book.

As he peeked down the row, Angelo saw 
a girl holding a book and looking at it closely. She 
thought for long time, and then put it back. 
Angelo was curious. He grabbed the book and 
saw a photo of a big steam train driving up a 
mountain. This had to be his third book. He loved 
trains as well!

1. How does Kaden’s teacher help him?

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

2.    CHECK YOUR WORK: Color the text evidence 
that answers the question.

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE
QUESTION

____

1. What kinds of books did Angelo                   
check out?

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

2.    CHECK YOUR WORK: Color the text evidence 
that answers the question.

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE
QUESTION

____

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY



MONDAY

TUESDAY

NEW SKILL        SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

Use Text Evidence

Use Text Evidence
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WEEK

2

M
O

N
TH

D
A

TE
SLet’s LEARN it!

When you make a statement about 
what a character is like, what he or 
she wants, or how he or she feels, 
back up the statement with 

TEXT EVIDENCE.

I think Luis is friendly because the text says that he tries to talk to every kid at recess.

1. Use an adjective to describe Naomi.

__________________________________________

2.   Underline the text evidence in the story      
that supports the adjective you wrote.

3. Complete the sentence: I think Naomi is 

_____________________ because the text says

__________________________________________

__________________________________________.

Naomi squeezed her aunt’s hand tightly. 
The tigers stared at her from their cages. The 
circus tent rose high in the air. As Naomi looked 
up she saw trapeze experts swinging from ropes 
and flipping in the air. Naomi felt safe on the 
ground and thought the swinging experts looked 
brave and fearless.  

As she and her aunt reached their seats, 
Naomi heard the announcer say the show was 
about to begin. The elephants were led into the 
center of the tent and Naomi wondered how the 
performers standing near the elephants got over 
their fears of being next to such a powerful 
animal. Naomi did not think she would make a 
good circus performer.

Keaton ran from tree to tree. Keaton and 
grandpa needed to find the perfect camping 
spot. They wanted to be close to the pond and 
also the trees. Keaton grabbed his grandpa’s 
hand and showed him the spot he thought was 
perfect. He smiled at grandpa and said, “Let’s set 
the tent up here!” 

Keaton looked up at the mountain and was 
excited to hike there tomorrow. But tonight, 
Keaton could not wait for dark so grandpa could 
make a fire. Once the tent was set up, Keaton 
gathered sticks and made a nice pile near some 
rocks that would make a perfect fire pit.

1. Use an adjective to describe Keaton.

__________________________________________

2.   Underline the text evidence in the story      
that supports the adjective you wrote.

3. Complete the sentence: I think Keaton  is 

_____________________ because the text says

__________________________________________

__________________________________________.



Use Text Evidence

FRIDAY

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTIONUse Text Evidence

Use Text Evidence
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Read the statement describing each person. Then choose the sentence that would be text 
evidence that best supports up the statement.

How confident are you with using text evidence to describe a character?
☐ I NEED A LOT MORE PRACTICE.             ☐ I NEED A LITTLE MORE PRACTICE.         ☐ I AM PRETTY GOOD AT IT. 

3. Ollyn is angry.
a) Ollyn stomped her foot.
b) Ollyn waved to the bus driver.
c) Ollyn fed her playful kitten.

4. Matt is scared.
a) Matt cleaned his messy room.
b) Matt carefully put his clothes away.
c) Matt hid under the blanket.

1. Ryan is a hard worker.
a) Ryan loves watching TV.
b) Ryan mowed the lawn after he 

finished his homework.
c) Ryan knows how to make pasta.

2. Barb is brave.
a) Barb mowed her neighbor’s lawn.
b) Barb climbed the steep mountain. 
c) Barb asked for more milk.

Eli heard the rain on the roof. He knew 
the baseball field would be too wet for the 
game. Eli wanted to use his new glove and 
see his friends. He did not want to stay inside 
all night with his game cancelled. 

Eli thought about hitting the ball high in 
the air and running the bases as fast as he 
could. He kept listening. The rain did not stop. 
Eli frowned. Eli’s mother told him his game was 
indeed cancelled and he sat on his bed. Eli 
decided that the best thing to do would be to 
go to bed early hoping it would be sunny 
tomorrow.

Keely practiced behind the curtain. She 
twirled and leaped in the air. She had one 
minute before it was her turn to go in front of 
that curtain and perform her dance. Her 
hands were shaking and so were her legs. She 
knew her dance very well. She had practiced 
for months. Her mother smiled and reminded 
her to point her toes. Keely’s heart was 
beating. She was thinking about all of those 
eyes that would be watching her every dance 
move.

It was Keely’s turn! She took a deep 
breath and walked onto the stage.

1. Use an adjective to describe Eli.

__________________________________________

2.   Underline the text evidence in the story      
that supports the adjective you wrote.

3. Complete the sentence: I think Eli  is 

_____________________ because the text says

__________________________________________

__________________________________________.

1. Use an adjective to describe Keely.

__________________________________________

2.   Underline the text evidence in the story      
that supports the adjective you wrote.

3. Complete the sentence: I think Keely  is 

_____________________ because the text says

__________________________________________

__________________________________________.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY



EXCEEDING
Use the following pages with 
your readers who generally 
exceed the grade level 
standards in reading.

The leveling information is found in the center of the bottom of each page.
○ ○ ○ ONE DOT signifies the simplified text/questions (EMERGENT).
○ ○ ○ TWO DOTS signify the grade level text/questions (MID).
○ ○ ○ THREE DOTS signify the advanced text/questions (EXCEEDING).



MONDAY

TUESDAY

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

Ask and Answer Questions

Ask and Answer Questions
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Let’s LEARN it!
WEEK

1M
O

N
TH

D
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TE
S

&ASK ANSWER
When you ask a question about a text, it 
may be helpful to use these question words:

WHO     WHAT     WHEN     WHERE     WHY    HOW
example: How did Henry feel at the game?

When you answer a question, think about 
how you know the answer. Can you find the 
text evidence in the story?

example: According to the text, Henry felt 
happy during the game because he got to play 
with his friends.

The kitchen counter was filled with culinary 
tools and ingredients. Kevin and his dad were ready to 
bake a fancy cake. It was his grandma’s birthday and 
Kevin was eager to surprise her with her favorite 
dessert. While Kevin’s dad read the recipe, Kevin’s job 
was to add the ingredients to the bowl. 

Kevin cracked two eggs into the bowl. Then he 
added ½ cup of sugar and a cup of flour to the 
mixture. Kevin knew that one of the most essential 
ingredients was the cocoa. This is what would make 
the cake taste like chocolate. Chocolate was 
grandma’s favorite. 

Once the cake was ready for the oven, Kevin 
had a brilliant idea. The cake’s frosting should also be 
chocolate. Grandma always says, “Chocolate makes 
everything better.” Kevin knew that this would be the 
perfect cake for her.

Willa did not like cooked carrots. Her 
grandmother seemed to overlook this fact because she 
made them quite often. Willa could not remember the 
last time she ate a carrot, but she was confident that 
she did not like them. She usually dropped them onto 
the floor for her dog Pete. Sometimes Pete was not even 
interested in the carrots, and Pete normally ate 
everything!

One night, grandmother questioned Willa and 
asked if she had actually tried the carrots lately. Willa 
confessed that she had not. Grandmother asked her to 
please try one and see what she thought. Willa took a 
scoop and placed them on her plate. She noticed a 
small amount of red cinnamon sprinkled on top. Willa 
took a bite and grinned. She could not believe it. She 
actually did like carrots!

1. Write a question that you can ask where the 
answer can be found in the text. 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

2.     CHECK YOUR WORK: Color the answer to your 
question.

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

1. Why do you think Willa changed her         
mind about cooked carrots?

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

2.    CHECK YOUR WORK: Color the text evidence 
that answers the question.

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE
QUESTION

____
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1. Why do you think being able to ask questions about a text might be a helpful reading skill?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you think being able to use text evidence to answer questions about a text might be a 
helpful skill?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How confident are you in your skills of asking and answering questions about a text?

☐ I NEED A LOT MORE PRACTICE.       ☐ I NEED A LITTLE MORE PRACTICE.     ☐ I AM PRETTY GOOD AT IT. 

Week #1

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE 
QUESTION

|

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE
QUESTION

____

Kaden had a big dilemma. Everyday at school, 
all he thought about was fishing. It was hard to 
concentrate on writing, reading, or history. Kaden’s 
teacher told his mother that he was concerned. Kaden 
was not giving his full attention to school. Kaden’s 
mother told him there would be no more fishing if his 
school performance did not improve. The thought of no 
more fishing made Kaden miserable.

Thankfully, Kaden had a great teacher who 
came up with a clever idea. The next class writing 
assignment was to write about a favorite activity. 
Kaden could not wait to write about worms, poles, and 
catching fish. Kaden wrote something great! Kaden’s 
teacher taped his writing up on the wall right by his 
desk. Every day he glanced at it and it reminded him to 
work hard so he could go fishing after school.

It was a cold winter day and the coziest 
place to be was the library. Angelo was eager to 
choose some new books to take home. But which 
books should he select? He found an interesting book 
about snakes and decided to take it. Angelo also 
grabbed a book that had a photo of a large 
dinosaur on the cover. He had permission to check 
out one more book.

As he peered down the aisle, Angelo saw a 
girl holding a book and looking at it carefully. She 
concentrated on the cover for long time, and then 
put it back on the shelf. Angelo was curious. He 
located the book where she had left it and saw a 
photo of a big steam train driving up a mountain. This 
had to be his third book. He loved trains!

1. How does Kaden’s teacher help him?

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

2.    CHECK YOUR WORK: Color the text evidence 
that answers the question.

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE
QUESTION

____

1. What kinds of books did Angelo                  
check out?

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

2.    CHECK YOUR WORK: Color the text evidence 
that answers the question.

COMPLETE 
SENTENCE

RESTATE THE
QUESTION

____

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
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WEEK
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SLet’s LEARN it!

When you make a statement about 
what a character is like, what he or 
she wants, or how he or she feels, 
back up the statement with 

TEXT EVIDENCE.

I think Luis is friendly because the text says that he tries to talk to every kid at recess.

1. Use an adjective to describe Naomi.

__________________________________________

2.   Underline the text evidence in the story      
that supports the adjective you wrote.

3. Complete the sentence: I think Naomi is 

_____________________ because the text says

__________________________________________

__________________________________________.

Naomi squeezed her aunt’s hand firmly. The 
tigers seemed to glare at her from their cages. The 
circus tent rose high in the air. As Naomi looked up, 
she noticed the trapeze experts swinging from 
ropes and flipping in the air. Naomi felt safe on the 
ground and thought the swinging experts looked 
daring and fearless.  

As she and her aunt reached their seats, 
Naomi heard the announcer say that the show 
was about to begin. The elephants were directed 
into the center of the tent and Naomi wondered if 
the people standing nearby felt nervous. Naomi 
did not think she would ever make a worthy circus 
performer. If she had to choose a circus job it 
would perhaps be the announcer.  

Keaton scurried from tree to tree. Keaton 
and grandpa needed to find the perfect camping 
spot. They wanted to be near the pond for fishing 
and near the trees for shade. Selecting the right 
spot was the most essential part of the trip. Keaton 
grabbed his grandpa’s hand and led him to the 
spot that he thought was ideal. He smiled at 
grandpa and exclaimed, “Let’s set up here!” 

Keaton looked up toward the mountain and 
was eager to hike there tomorrow. But tonight, 
Keaton could not wait for dark so grandpa could 
build a fire. Once the tent was set up, Keaton ran 
around the area of the tent and snatched up every 
twig he could find and stacked them neatly in a 
large bundle. Then he waited patiently for Grandpa 
to teach him how to build a proper fire.    

1. Use an adjective to describe Keaton.

__________________________________________

2.   Underline the text evidence in the story      
that supports the adjective you wrote.

3. Complete the sentence: I think Keaton  is 

_____________________ because the text says

__________________________________________

__________________________________________.



WEDNESDAY Use Text Evidence

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTION

NEW SKILL         SPIRAL REVIEW    
FICTION            NONFICTIONUse Text Evidence

Use Text Evidence

© Alyssha Swanson: Teaching and Tapas   |   License valid for one classroom only  |        Page 19 | ○○○ Week #2

Read the statement describing each person. Then choose the sentence that would be text 
evidence that best supports up the statement.

How confident are you with using text evidence to describe a character?
☐ I NEED A LOT MORE PRACTICE.             ☐ I NEED A LITTLE MORE PRACTICE.         ☐ I AM PRETTY GOOD AT IT. 

3. Ollyn is angry.
a) Ollyn stomped her foot.
b) Ollyn waved to the bus driver.
c) Ollyn fed her playful kitten.

4. Matt is scared.
a) Matt cleaned his messy room.
b) Matt carefully put his clothes away.
c) Matt hid under the blanket.

1. Ryan is a hard worker.
a) Ryan loves watching TV.
b) Ryan mowed the lawn after he 

finished his homework.
c) Ryan knows how to make pasta.

2. Barb is brave.
a) Barb mowed her neighbor’s lawn.
b) Barb climbed the steep mountain. 
c) Barb asked for more milk.

Eli heard the rain on the roof. He knew the 
baseball field would be too soaked with water to play 
the game. Eli wanted to have the opportunity to use his 
new glove and compete with his friends. He did not 
want to be stuck inside the house all night, nor did he 
did not want his game to be cancelled. 

Eli thought about hitting the ball high in the air 
and sprinting around the bases as fast as he could. He 
kept listening. The rain did not halt. Eli scowled. Eli’s 
mother peeked in his bedroom and told him that his 
game was indeed cancelled. Eli sat on his bed and felt 
the disappointment. He decided to go to bed early 
because he did not want to hear the rain anymore 
since the rain had ruined the exciting night he wanted 
to have. Hopefully tomorrow would be sunny and the 
field would be dry enough for practice.

Keely practiced behind the curtain. She twirled 
and leaped in the air. She had one minute before it was 
her turn to go in front of that curtain and perform her 
dance. Her hands were trembling and so were her legs. 
She knew her dance very well. She had practiced for 
months. 

Her mother smiled and reminded her to point her 
toes. Keely felt like her head was burning and she felt 
dizzy. She was thinking about all of those eyes that 
would be watching her every dance move. Her best 
friend had already performed and everyone cheered 
loudly for her. Keely hoped her performance would turn 
out the same way. Her mother told her she would do 
amazing and not to be nervous. It was Keely’s turn! She 
took a deep breath and pranced onto the stage.

1. Use an adjective to describe Eli.

__________________________________________

2.   Underline the text evidence in the story      
that supports the adjective you wrote.

3. Complete the sentence: I think Eli  is 

_____________________ because the text says

__________________________________________

__________________________________________.

1. Use an adjective to describe Keely.

__________________________________________

2.   Underline the text evidence in the story      
that supports the adjective you wrote.

3. Complete the sentence: I think Keely  is 

_____________________ because the text says

__________________________________________

__________________________________________.
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Check out the full year of differentiated daily quick reads at my 
Teachers Pay Teachers store. 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-And-Tapas

If you have any questions, I would be happy to help you right 
away. Just EMAIL at:

TeachingAndTapas@gmail.com
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