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WHATis this?

If you already have my
Main Close Reading Pack,

Then this 
Add-On Extension Pack

can be used for your students reading below 
grade level (or to be used at the beginning 

of the school year).

This add-on ONLY includes the passages written 
at a lower level and modified answer keys. 

You still need the MAIN CLOSE READING PACK.



COMPARE…

Main Close 

Reading Pack

Lexile – 980L         7
18 Words

Add-OnExtension Pack
Lexile – 690L         377 Words

(Now it is short 
enough to fit

onto one
page)
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Cacao to Chocolate

Did you know that delicious chocolate comes from a 
plant? It comes from cacao pods. These pods grow on 
trees in Central America. A cacao tree only grows in 
very specific weather conditions. It only grows in hot 
and rainy climates, usually near Earth’s equator. The 
trees grow best under the shade of taller rainforest 
trees. At first, cacao trees grew in the wild. Soon after,
farmers began to grow them as crops when cacao 
became more popular.

A cacao tree will not produce any fruit until the tree 
is about four years old. The trees make large orange 
fruit pods. Each pod is about the size of a small 
pumpkin. Inside the fruit pod are many small beans,
kind of like peas in a pea pod. The raw beans are 
filled with vitamins and minerals. They taste very bitter. 
Like tea and coffee, cacao beans also contain 
caffeine. One cacao fruit has 30-50 beans. This is 
enough beans to make seven milk chocolate bars.

Cacao beans are known as cocoa (pay attention to the similar words) once the 
beans are dried and roasted. The beans lose a lot of vitamins and minerals when 
they are processed. Cocoa powder often has many sugars added to it to make 
the cocoa taste sweeter. Chocolate is sweetened cacao.

People living in Central America have been drinking cacao for thousands of 
years. About 4,000 years ago, people were grinding up the beans with hot chili 
peppers and vanilla to make a spicy drink. Sometimes they would also mix the 
ground beans with chili peppers and corn to make a spicy soup.

Cacao tree and pods

Cacao pods and beans
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The products in the original pack are meant to be 
CHALLENGING. They are good for 5th graders who 
read at grade level. But what about your struggling 
readers or students reading BELOW GRADE LEVEL?

The passages in this                                                  .   
are simplified and shorter. Every text in this extension 
pack has a Lexile level between LL 330 – 690 which
may help your students who are reading below grade 
level (or at the beginning of the school year).

Just use the QUESTION AND ACTIVITY PAGES from the 
original product with these simplified passages!

extension pack

LEXILE 
LEVEL

WORD 
COUNT

LEXILE 
LEVEL

WORD 
COUNT

TEXT EVIDENCE
q Mr. Cactus 780 782 640 409
q The Bulldogs 770 634 530 361
q The Heat 770 613 560 373
q The Big One 800 760 610 359
q 425 Morrison St. 920 640 680 366

THEME & SUMMARY
q The Kitten 770 756 550 366
q The Climb 790 650 590 398
q Dynamite Jones 800 772 540 366
q Scared Kelly 850 711 560 384
q The Legend of the Goop Monster 810 741 480 410

CHARACTERS & SETTING
q The Unbreakable Betty Blue 770 776 390 361
q The Family Champ 770 668 510 421
q Steel City Spelling 780 695 330 342
q Ice Chunks 800 776 460 374
q I Drive Fast 820 584 650 420

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE
q An Extraordinary Day 770 505 440 337
q The Big City 860 770 610 387
q Faith in Fate 880 746 690 274
q The City Streets 940 659 660 347
q Practice Makes Perfect 980 718 690 377

440 337

POETRY AND DRAMAS
q Annie’s Kitchen 590 519
q The Prince Who Questioned Everything 600 748
q My Shadow 700 187
q Little White Lily 740 114
q How the Leaves Came Down 900 231
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The question and activity pages

from the original pack work 
seamlessly with the simplified 
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LEXILE 
LEVEL

WORD 
COUNT

LEXILE 
LEVEL

WORD 
COUNT

POINT OF VIEW
q The Extra Passenger
q The Mini Explorer

770
780

874
585

460
360

403
379

q The Problem
q The Right Thing

770
770

586
550

480
510

328
354

q Guardians of the Deep
q The Deep

800
790

749
826

570
400

370
360

q The Bike
q The Little Worker

820
770

765
685

610
490

366
387

q Read and Green Uniforms
q Wake Up

810
900

753
724

300
270

371
378

ILLUSTRATIONS ADD MEANING
q The Wise Little Hen 850 936 540 379
q How the Whale Got His Tail 930 982 650 439
q The Elephant’s Child 930 986 560 423
q The Tortoise and the Hare 950 917 530 415
q The Grasshopper and the Ants 960 919 570 418

COMPARE AND CONTRAST
q Three Wishes
q What Ella Saw

770
880

600
848

510
510

282
256

q The Keys
q The Case of the Missing Cat

790
790

808
817

580
350

306
332

q Leo the Bunny
q A Helping Hand

850
980

732
845

560
640

402
412

q Wishes From the Forest
q The Prince

840
940

842
790

540
480

441
413

q Henry Hockinghill
q Thick Like Sap

800
920

957
686

510
600

346
391

q Three Wishes
q What Ella Saw

770
880

600
848

510
510

282
256
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Practice Makes Perfect

The summer had been hot and dry as a bone. Green lawns with soft grass 
were replaced with dry, prickly patches, and dust kicked up with every step. Most 
families opted to buy air conditioners because there seemed to be no end to the 
heat wave. Brian’s father, Mr. Havish, was known for being very stingy with his 
money. This year, the heat was even too much for him to handle so he shelled out 
the cash to have an air conditioner installed. The machine cooled off the house 
perfectly. Walking into the house from outside was like walking into a refreshing 
cooler. 

Baseball was Brian’s sport. He practiced it year round. He would sometimes 
wake up early and run laps at the track followed by hours of pitching practice. It 
was impossible for his coach to ignore his hard work. At the last practice, coach 
said, “If you do well, you might even get to pitch the whole game. All nine 
innings.”

“Wow! I’ll make sure to practice every day this week at home,” said Brian. 
“My dad set up a target for me in the backyard last summer.” Pitching an entire 
game would be a dream come true. Brian could not wait to help his team win 
with his excellent pitching skills.

The only problem was that Brian had not really used the target much lately. 
He helped his father make it by measuring out the strike zone and the average 
height of most of the players on the team. Brian used it every day for about two 
weeks and then abandoned it for a new video game he had bought with his 
allowance.

Today, Brian dressed in his uniform, tiptoed past the den door, and opened 
the backdoor leading to the yard. As soon as the door swung open, a wave of 
heat hit Brian and he instantly started to sweat. He knew he needed to practice 
for the game, but the heat was simply overbearing. Just one day inside wouldn’t 
hurt, he thought and he laid his glove on the table, kicked off his cleats, and dug 
out a video game from his collection.

The next day, Brian again was full of intention to go outside to practice. He  
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could see the target in the yard, brown grass growing around the base. When 
Brian opened the door, he was able to take one step outside before retreating 
into the refreshing igloo that was his house. It seemed to him that it was even 
hotter outside than yesterday and there was no way he was going to be able to 
focus on his pitching with the sun bearing down on him with an evil smile.

Brian popped in a baseball video game. When his father emerged from his 
den, he watched Brian play his game for a while. “You better be careful,” said Mr. 
Havish. “If you don’t watch out, these video games will become your Achilles 
heel.”

The next three days followed the same pattern as before. Every time, Brian 
would shut the door on the heat and play his video games. By Friday, he had 
managed to play through every game he owned at least once and still hadn’t 
actually thrown a baseball since practice the week before.

On Saturday, Brian dressed in his uniform and trudged to the car with his 
father. As he sat in the car, he stared down at his glove while his stomach twisted 
in knots.

“You never practiced did you?” Mr. Havish asked knowingly. “I told you to 
be careful, those video games were going to become your weakness.” 

Brian just stared out the window.

When they arrived, Brian went straight to his coach and said, “I am so 
embarrassed to tell you that I didn’t practice all week so I think you should put 
someone else as the pitcher.” 

The coach smiled and told Brian to at least try pitching and that he would 
switch out players if he needed to. Brian stepped up to the mound and tossed his 
first strike of the game. He managed to get through about three innings before his 
arm started to get tired and he asked to have a break. Coach put in another kid 
to finish the game. Brian told himself that he would not allow his Achilles’ heel to 
trick him again. Next time, he would be ready to pitch the entire game.
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Practice Makes Perfect

The summer had been hot and dry as a bone. There seemed to be no end to the 

heat wave. Most families opted to buy air conditioners. Brian’s father, Mr. Havish, was 
known for being cheap. This year, the heat was even too much for him, so he shelled out 

the cash to buy an air conditioner. 

Baseball was Brian’s sport. He practiced it year round. It was impossible for his coach 

to ignore his hard work. At the last practice, Coach said, “If you do well, you can pitch the 
whole game. You need to practice everyday this week.” Brian thought that would be a 

piece of cake because he had a target in his back yard.

The next morning, Brian stepped outside to practice. As soon as the door swung 
open, a wave of heat hit him and he instantly started sweating like a pig. He knew he 

needed to practice, but the heat was too much. “Just one day off wouldn’t hurt,” he 
thought as he dug out a video game and popped it in the player. The same thing 

happened the next day. Then again, it happened a third day. On the fourth day, Brian sat 

on the couch playing his video game. When his father saw this, he said, “You better be 
careful. If you don’t watch out, these video games will become your Achilles’ heel.”

By Friday, he still had not practiced. He spent the whole week glued to the couch.    

On Saturday, Brian dressed in his uniform and trudged to the car with his father. As 

he sat in the car, he stared down at his glove. His stomach twisted in knots. When he got to 
the field, he went straight to his coach. “Coach, I didn’t practice all week,” Brian said. 

“You should put someone else as the pitcher.” Brian felt ashamed.

The coach smiled and told Brian to at least try. Brian stepped up to the mound. He 

got through three innings before his arm started to get tired. He had to ask for a break. 
Coach put in another kid to finish the game. Brian told himself that he would not allow his 

Achilles’ heel to trick him again. Next time, he would practice and be ready. 
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This product can be found in my store:
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-And-Tapas

Check out my teaching BLOG for more tips and ideas:
www.TeachingAndTapas.com

If you have any questions, I would be happy to help you right 
away. Just EMAIL ME at:
TeachingAndTapas@gmail.com

The purchase of this product entitles the purchaser to ONE license per 
classroom unless additional licenses were purchased. Sharing, 
redistributing, selling, or posting this resource (or any part thereof) is strictly 
prohibited without the express permission of the author. Violations are 
subject to penalties according to the Digital Millennium Copyright Act. 


