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WHAT
50

is in this resource?

original reading passages included. Each close reading passage falls within the
range of 770-980 Lexile Level. The Lexile Level and word count is marked at the top
of each passage.
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Each learning target has
passages specifically dedicated to it. The learning targets for
POINT OF VIEW and COMPARE AND CONTRAST are extra special because they each have a
total of
passages so that your students can compare away!

10

2

Each passage has pages of carefully written and consistent close reading tasks or text
dependent questions. The first page of close reading tasks is specifically aligned to the
learning target identified at the top of the page.
The second page of tasks is a SPIRAL REVIEW of all the informational learning targets for the
grade level. This is perfect for holding those kids accountable for everything they have
already learned! No skill slipping on your watch!

WHAT

standards is this aligned to?

This product is most closely aligned to the Common Core standards. However, everything is
referenced as “learning targets” so that it is applicable within any 4th grade classroom. The
learning targets in this product are:
• TEXT EVIDENCE (Common Core Standard RL.4.1)
• THEME (Common Core Standard RL.4.2)
• CHARACTERS & SETTING(Common Core Standard RL.4.3)
• VOCABULARY (Common Core Standard RL.4.4)
• POETRY AND DRAMAS (Common Core Standard RL.4.5)
• POINT OF VIEW (Common Core Standard RL.4.6)
• ILLUSTRATIONS ADD MEANING (Common Core Standard RL.4.7)
• COMPARE AND CONTRAST (Common Core Standard RL.4.9)

WHY

are there two file options?

There are two options in this download. You can choose to either use a version that makes
references to Common Core or a version that does NOT make references to Common Core.
The content is the same in both files, but this option gives Common Core schools a specific
reference to the corresponding standard, which may be helpful.
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Level

Every question
is aligned to a
clearly
marked
learning
target.

QUESTION PAGE 1

Questions specifically
focused on one
learning target

QUESTION PAGE 2
Spiral of all grade
level learning
targets

There are 5
activities just like
this for each
learning target.

SNEAK peek…
DIGITAL

GOOGLE
DRIVE LINKS

You can try out A L L L E V E L S of my informational text close reading passages by following
the links below.
The link to the D I G I T A L S A M P L E for this grade level/product is found here:

2nd Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT Close Reading Sample (Level OO)

2nd Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT Close Reading on Teachers Pay Teachers
2nd Grade LITERATURE Close Reading on Teachers Pay Teachers
2nd Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT and LITERATURE Close Reading BUNDLE on Teachers Pay Teachers

3rd Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT Close Reading Sample (Level O)
3rd Grade Close Reading (Extension Pack) on Teachers Pay Teachers

3rd Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT Close Reading Sample (Level OO)

3rd Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT Close Reading on Teachers Pay Teachers
3rd Grade LITERATURE Close Reading on Teachers Pay Teachers
3rd Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT and LITERATURE Close Reading BUNDLE on Teachers Pay Teachers

4th Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT Close Reading Sample (Level O)
4th Grade Close Reading (Extension Pack) on Teachers Pay Teachers

4th Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT Close Reading Sample (Level OO)
4th Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT Close Reading on Teachers Pay Teachers
4th Grade LITERATURE Close Reading on Teachers Pay Teachers
4th Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT and LITERATURE Close Reading BUNDLE on Teachers Pay Teachers

5th Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT Close Reading Sample (Level O)
5th Grade Close Reading (Extension Pack) on Teachers Pay Teachers

5th Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT Close Reading Sample (Level OO)

NOTES

5th Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT Close Reading on Teachers Pay Teachers
5th Grade LITERATURE Close Reading on Teachers Pay Teachers
5th Grade INFORMATIONAL TEXT and LITERATURE Close Reading BUNDLE on Teachers Pay Teachers

LEVEL O refers to simplified passages for readers reading below grade level standards.
LEVEL OO refers to passages that meet grade level standards.
Grades 2 and 3 share about 85% of the same passages. It is the question pages that differ.
Grades 4 and 5 share about 80% of the same passages. It is the question pages that differ.
Video instructions for assigning via Google Drive

Video instructions for assigning via Google Classroom
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TEXT EVIDENCE
Lexile: 770L

Words: 668

CCSS RL.4.1

#1

NAME:

page 1

page 1

The Family Champ
Aito and Kimiko were playing ping pong in the basement. Their game was
becoming very intense because they both wanted to win. Aito’s younger sister,
Kimiko, was usually slow. In the past couple of weeks, however, she had started to
keep an eye on the ball. Aito used to just hit it hard and fast to her, but she never
could hit it back. When he did this, the game would end. However, now he
couldn’t just whack the ball off the green table like usual because she could hit it
back. Now he had competition.
Aito stuck out his tongue at her. He knew this made her really mad. He
chucked the ball up, and then gave it a nice whack. The small white ball shot
across the green table. To Aito’s surprise, Kimiko was more than ready on her side.
She stepped back and swung with full force at the white ball coming toward her.
The ball shot back to Aito and hit him right in the face. He got mad.
“You’re gonna pay for that one," he told her.
Kimiko huffed a deep breath. Her straight black hair was in her eyes now.
She was starting to sweat a little bit from the game. “You’re just afraid ‘cause your
little sister is about to beat you," she said.
She was right. Aito was not ready for her to beat him. He thought that he
was the best player in the family. He looked at Kimiko standing there with a big
smile. She was starting to make him nervous and he didn’t like it.
She threw the ball up and hit it to Aito with all her might. She hit it too hard.
It zoomed right past Aito’s head. He could hear the ‘whoosh’ as it crossed his right
ear. The ball zipped off the table and onto the other side of the basement. It
landed somewhere in the corner with all of the boxes full of their parent’s stuff.
He set his paddle down and went on the hunt. On that side of the
basement, it looked like a cavern of cardboard boxes. Mom and Dad saved
everything from when they were kids, so the boxes took up the other half of the
basement. As Aito started his quest, he took out his cell phone and turned on his
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READ

TEXT EVIDENCE
Lexile: 770L

Words: 668

CCSS RL.4.1

#1

NAME:

page 1

page 2
light.
As he reached the back of the basement, he saw the water heater. It was
tall, rusty, and the same color as the wall. It was also quiet. Aito looked around the
floor by the heater. He saw a tiny dot of white when he put his light on the
ground. He bent down to reach for it, when the heater suddenly turned on with a
loud boom.
“Ahh!” he squealed. He bumped his head on the heater hard. His sister
heard him screech all the way on the other side of the basement. It made her
giggle.
He was angry at her. He almost left without the ball, but turned around, and
reached for it. Instead of touching the ball, he felt a box. He took a better look
and saw an old wooden box. It looked really old and fancy. There were
Japanese characters etched on the sides of the wooden box. He got down on
his knees and opened it.
Inside was a collection of old, black and white photos, and some trophies.
There was also a heavy golden ping pong ball. When Aito looked at the photos,
he saw a woman he recognized. She was receiving a trophy. She was standing
on top of a trophy stand with men in the second and third place spots. He looked
carefully at the background of the photo and saw the words “World Ping-Pong
Championships”. He knew the face of the woman very well. “Grandma?” said
Aito, surprised.
“What are you talking about?” said Kimiko.
Aito looked at the photo and realized he was not the best ping pong
player in the family. He wondered if maybe he wasn’t even the second best
player in the family anymore either.
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RESPOND

#1

TEXT EVIDENCE
The Family Champ

NAME:

page 1

1. Write three questions where the answer could be found in the text. Then find the
answer to your question and color it.
1. ____________________________________________________________________________
Color the answer to your question

Yellow

2. ____________________________________________________________________________
Color the answer to your question

Blue

3. ____________________________________________________________________________
Color the answer to your question

Orange

TEXT EVIDENCE (RL.4.1)

2. Does Aito take the game against his sister seriously? How do you know? Refer to the
details found in the text in your response.

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
3. What can you infer about Aito’s personality? What can you infer about Kimiko’s
personality? Refer to the details found in the text in your response.
INFERENCE =
What the text says + what you know in your life
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
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REVIEW

TEXT EVIDENCE
The Family Champ

#1

NAME:

page 1

4. What is the THEME of this text? ________________________________________________

5. Describe the THEME of the text.
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

THEME & SUMMARY (RL.4.2)

______________________________________________________________________________________

6. Circle a detail or sentence that helps you identify the THEME . Explain in your own words how
this detail supports the THEME .
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
7. Write a summary of this text.
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

CHARACTER & SETTING (RI.4.3)

______________________________________________________________________________________
8. SETTING CLOSE UP: Use details from the text to describe the setting in this story.
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
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Find this product in my Teachers Pay Teachers store.

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-And-Tapas

Check out my teaching BLOG for more tips and ideas:
www.TeachingAndTapas.com

If you have any questions, I would be happy to help you right
away. Just EMAIL ME at:
TeachingAndTapas@gmail.com

The purchase of this product entitles the purchaser to ONE license per
classroom unless additional licenses were purchased. Sharing,
redistributing, selling, or posting this resource (or any part thereof) is strictly
prohibited without the express permission of the author. Violations are
subject to penalties according to the Digital Millennium Copyright Act.
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