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Conventions of Standard English 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

Student	  Name	   L.4.1.a	  
rela1ve	  pronouns	  

L.4.1.b	  
progressive	  verb	  tenses	  

L.4.1.c	  
modal	  auxiliaries	  

L.4.1.d	  
order	  adjec1ves	  

Daily	  
wri1ng	  

	  Assess	  
ment	  

Daily	  
wri1ng	  

	  Assess	  
ment	  

Daily	  
wri1ng	  

	  Assess	  
ment	  

Daily	  
wri1ng	  

	  Assess	  
ment	  

©2012 Teaching and Tapas 
www.TeachingAndTapas.com Page  3 



Scoring Guide 
Standard: L.4.1.a 
Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, 
that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why).  
 
Mastery on This Assessment 
You should first look at the student’s daily writing 
or listen to them speak to see if they are correctly 
using these parts of speech.  
 
ELL students or students uncomfortable with these 
parts of speech may avoid these words altogether. 
This is a scaffolded assessment that requires the 
student to correctly use each of these words. 
 
For mastery, you should expect that the student 
can correctly use six out of eight of these words. 
Students who do not correctly use these words will 
need further explicit instruction with relative 
clauses. 

Standard: L.4.1.b  
Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I 
am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses.  
 
Mastery on This Assessment 
The progressive verb tense describes ongoing 
actions in the present, past, or future.  People 
often interchange between the present and 
progressive forms without creating any problems. 
But slight shades of meaning do exist. 
 
There are two versions of this assessment. Page 
15 is more scaffolded and page 16 is more open. 
You should choose the assessment that seems 
most appropriate to you. 
 
On this assessment, the student is prompted to 
write about the steps of their morning, what they 
are doing now, and what they will do later in the 
day. If the student does not use the progressive 
form, do not record the score as non mastery 
without first individually checking with the student 
to see if they understand the verb tense you would 
like them to demonstrate. This may require an 
individual one-on-one interview. 

Standard: L.41.c  
Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to 
convey various conditions. 

 
Mastery on This Assessment 
Modal auxiliary verbs such as can, may, must, will, 
could, and should are used in conjunction with 
main verbs to express shades of time and mood. 
These are tricky words for ELL students because 
they ways they affect the meaning of the verb are 
subtle. 
 
For mastery, you should expect that the student 
can correctly use five out of six of the given 
words.  
 
A student who does not meet this standard should 
receive explicit instruction regarding the shades of 
meaning between the most common modal 
auxiliaries. 

Standard: L.4.1.d  
Order adjectives within sentences according to 
conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather 
than a red small bag).  

 
Mastery on This Assessment 
In English it is common to use more than one 
adjective before a noun. The accepted order of 
adjectives is NUMBER, OPINION, SIZE, AGE, SHAPE, 
COLOR, ORIGIN, MATERIAL, PURPOSE. This 
assessment simplifies the types of adjectives and is 
limited to NUMBER, OPINION, SIZE, and COLOR. 
 
For mastery, your students should correctly order 
90% of the adjectives in the cloze activity. On their 
open ended activity of describing their favorite 
shirt, the student should use the correct order if 
they have more than one adjective. Students who 
struggle with this skill may avoid writing multiple 
adjectives before a noun. 
 
Answer key included. 
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Conventions of Standard English 
Common Core Standard: Form and use prepositional phrases.  
 
 

L.4.1.e	  
Assessment 

Evidence	  of	  mastery	  
in	  daily	  wri1ng?	  

Mastery	  on	  this	  
assessment?	  

Name: 
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CLOSE TO    ______________________________________	  
____________________________________________	  

Use the given words/phrases at least one time in a sentence. 

BEHIND ________________________________________	  
____________________________________________	  

EXCEPT FOR  _____________________________________	  
____________________________________________	  

ON TOP OF ______________________________________	  
____________________________________________	  

THANKS TO ______________________________________	  
____________________________________________	  

ALONG WITH _____________________________________	  
____________________________________________	  



Knowledge of Language 
Common Core Standard: Choose punctuation for effect.* 	  
 
(Beginning in grade 3, skills and understandings that are particularly likely to 
require continued attention in higher grades as they are applied to 
increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking are marked with an asterisk 
(*).) 
 

L.4.3.b	  
Assessment 

Evidence	  of	  mastery	  
in	  daily	  wri1ng?	  

Mastery	  on	  this	  
assessment?	  

Name: 
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The dog has fleas. 

How did the effect 
of the sentence 
change when you 
modified the 
punctuation? 

Change the punctuation in each sentence to change the effect.  

Let’s eat grandma. 

How did the effect 
of the sentence 
change when you 
modified the 
punctuation? 

Giant moving sale Friday. 

How did the effect 
of the sentence 
change when you 
modified the 
punctuation? 

We are having chicken for dinner? 

How did the effect 
of the sentence 
change when you 
modified the 
punctuation? 



Knowledge of Language 
Common Core Standard: Choose words and phrases to convey ideas 
precisely.* 	  
 
(Beginning in grade 3, skills and understandings that are particularly likely to 
require continued attention in higher grades as they are applied to 
increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking are marked with an asterisk 
(*).) 
Note: This assessment is two pages. 
 

L.4.3.a	  
Assessment	  (Page	  1	  of	  2) 

Evidence	  of	  mastery	  
in	  daily	  wri1ng?	  

Mastery	  on	  this	  
assessment?	  

Name: 
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Compare the two sentences. How does the meaning of the sentence stay 
the same and change when the underlined word changes. 

I knew he was telling the truth. 
I believed he was telling the truth 

Both sentences 
kind of mean the 
same thing 
because... 

When the 
underlined word is 
changed, the 
sentence is a little 
different 
because... 

I heard she was happy to be on the basketball team. 
I suspected she was happy to be on the basketball team. 

Both sentences 
kind of mean the 
same thing 
because... 

When the 
underlined word is 
changed, the 
sentence is a little 
different 
because... 
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  Terms 
of Use 

Thanks so much for purchasing my graphics!   
 

 This set of graphics can be used for personal or commercial purposes. 
 You MUST credit The Hazel Owl somewhere in your document, blog, or website: 

 ex: “Graphics by The Hazel Owl @ http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Hazel-Owl” 
 

or use one of these cute graphics: 
 

     
 

 If using any of these graphics on your blog or website, please make each graphic a clickable 
link back to my store so that the graphic cannot be copied by others. 

 If using these graphics in a file  where the graphics can be removed,  please 
place this additional  credit (e.g.  Smartboard file, Powerpoint)  

 

Some or all of the graphics in this presentation came from The Hazel Owl. 
It is a violation of copyright laws to remove the graphics from this presentation for other uses. 

If you wish to use these graphics for yourself, you can find them by visiting 
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Hazel-Owl/Category/Clip-Art---Graphics.   

Thank you for respecting copyright laws and the artist that created these graphics. 
 

 These graphics are NOT to be sold as is, meaning you are not able to sell or give them away 
as graphic files.   

 You are not to alter the designs or claim them as your own. 
 You may not use these graphics as a logo or part of a logo. 
 

Please leave feedback after your purchase so I can continue to create 
items that are useful and enjoyed! 

 

Don’t hesitate to contact me with questions, concerns, or requests  
at: thehazelowl@yahoo.com  .  

If you enjoy my products, please show your support by following 
my TpT store and stay tuned for more products to come!!  

Head back to my store and purchase the entire product: 
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-And-Tapas 

 
 

Check out my teaching blog for more tips and ideas: 
www.TeachingAndTapas.com 

 
If you have any questions or if you notice any errors, I would be 

happy to help you right away. Just send an email to: 
TeachingAndTapas@gmail.com 

 
 


