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WHATis this?

If you already have my
Main Close Reading Pack,

Then this 
Add-On Extension Pack

can be used for your students reading below 
grade level (or to be used at the beginning 

of the school year).

This add-on ONLY includes the passages written 
at a lower level and modified answer keys. 

You still need the MAIN CLOSE READING PACK.



COMPARE…
Main Close 

Reading Pack

Lexile – 770L         6
68 Words

Add-OnExtension Pack
Lexile – 550L         389 Words



LO
W

ER
 L

EV
EL

 
EX

TE
N

SI
O

N
 P

A
C

K

SI M P L I F I E DThese are                   texts

O
RI

G
IN

A
L 

PA
C

K

The products in the original pack are meant to be 
CHALLENGING. They are good for 4th graders who 
read at grade level. But what about your struggling 
readers or students reading BELOW GRADE LEVEL?

The passages in this                                                  .   
are simplified and shorter. Every text in this extension 
pack has a Lexile level between LL 540 – 690 which
may help your students who are reading below grade 
level (or at the beginning of the school year).

Just use the QUESTION AND ACTIVITY PAGES from the 
original product with these simplified passages!

extension pack

LEXILE 
LEVEL

WORD 
COUNT

LEXILE 
LEVEL

WORD 
COUNT

TEXT EVIDENCE
q The Family Champ 770 668 550 389
q Chloe the Ballerina 770 607 530 395
q The Heat 770 613 560 373
q I Drive Fast 820 584 660 363
q Thick Like Sap 920 686 600 391

THEME
q An Extraordinary Day 770 505 350 302
q Averi’s New School 770 595 410 396
q Jumping Tigers 770 771 400 351
q Ice Chunks 800 776 460 367
q Scared Kelly 850 711 600 376

CHARACTERS & SETTING
q The Kitten 770 756 540 371
q Steel City Spelling 780 695 350 310
q Henry Hockinghill 800 957 510 346
q The Big City 860 770 560 357
q 425 Morrison St. 920 640 670 350

VOCABULARY
q The Climb 790 650 590 367
q Faith in Fate 880 746 690 274
q The Writer With Nothing to Say 900 550 680 352
q The City Streets 940 659 660 301
q Practice Makes Perfect 980 718 620 331

590 367

POETRY AND DRAMAS
q Annie’s Kitchen 590 519 590 519
q The Prince Who Questioned Everything 600 748 600 748
q My Shadow 700 187 700 187
q Little White Lily 740 114 740 114
q How the Leaves Came Down 900 231 900 231
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The question and activity pages

from the original pack work 
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LEXILE 
LEVEL

WORD 
COUNT

LEXILE 
LEVEL

WORD 
COUNT

POINT OF VIEW
q The Extra Passenger
q The Mini Explorer

770
780

874
585

530
350

399
381

q The Problem
q The Right Thing

770
770

586
550

480
470

327
322

q Guardians of the Deep
q The Deep

800
790

749
826

510
450

401
390

q The Bike
q The Little Worker

820
770

765
685

590
510

458
360

q Read and Green Uniforms
q Wake Up

810
900

753
724

300
200

371
293

ILLUSTRATIONS ADD MEANING
q The Unbreakable Betty Blue 770 776 390 361
q Three Wishes 770 600 510 289
q The Big One 800 760 470 252
q The Invader 820 944 490 346
q What Ella Saw 880 848 580 256

COMPARE AND CONTRAST
q The Bulldogs
q Little Miss Hope

770
880

634
590

530
610

361
315

q Mr. Cactus
q Dynamite Jones

780
800

782
772

640
600

409
369

q The Marshmallow
q The Coolest Kid

820
810

882
758

550
650

393
358

q The Nut
q The Legend of the Goop Monster

870
810

773
741

560
570

381
371

q The Big Birch
q The Jewelry Box

900
840

824
699

560
630

406
356

q The Bulldogs
q Little Miss Hope

770
880

634
590

530
610

361
315
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The Family Champ

Aito and Kimiko were playing ping pong in the basement. Their game was 
becoming very intense because they both wanted to win. Aito’s younger sister,
Kimiko, was usually slow. In the past couple of weeks, however, she had started to 
keep an eye on the ball. Aito used to just hit it hard and fast to her, but she never 
could hit it back. When he did this, the game would end. However, now he 
couldn’t just whack the ball off the green table like usual because she could hit it 
back. Now he had competition. 

Aito stuck out his tongue at her. He knew this made her really mad. He 
chucked the ball up, and then gave it a nice whack. The small white ball shot 
across the green table. To Aito’s surprise, Kimiko was more than ready on her side. 
She stepped back and swung with full force at the white ball coming toward her. 
The ball shot back to Aito and hit him right in the face. He got mad.

“You’re gonna pay for that one," he told her. 

Kimiko huffed a deep breath. Her straight black hair was in her eyes now. 
She was starting to sweat a little bit from the game. “You’re just afraid ‘cause your 
little sister is about to beat you," she said.

She was right. Aito was not ready for her to beat him. He thought that he 
was the best player in the family. He looked at Kimiko standing there with a big 
smile. She was starting to make him nervous and he didn’t like it.

She threw the ball up and hit it to Aito with all her might. She hit it too hard. 
It zoomed right past Aito’s head. He could hear the ‘whoosh’ as it crossed his right 
ear. The ball zipped off the table and onto the other side of the basement. It 
landed somewhere in the corner with all of the boxes full of their parent’s stuff. 

He set his paddle down and went on the hunt. On that side of the 
basement, it looked like a cavern of cardboard boxes. Mom and Dad saved 
everything from when they were kids, so the boxes took up the other half of the 
basement. As Aito started his quest, he took out his cell phone and turned on his
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light.

As he reached the back of the basement, he saw the water heater. It was 
tall, rusty, and the same color as the wall. It was also quiet. Aito looked around the 
floor by the heater. He saw a tiny dot of white when he put his light on the 
ground. He bent down to reach for it, when the heater suddenly turned on with a 
loud boom.

“Ahh!” he squealed. He bumped his head on the heater hard. His sister 
heard him screech all the way on the other side of the basement. It made her 
giggle.

He was angry at her. He almost left without the ball, but turned around, and 
reached for it. Instead of touching the ball, he felt a box. He took a better look 
and saw an old wooden box. It looked really old and fancy. There were 
Japanese characters etched on the sides of the wooden box. He got down on 
his knees and opened it. 

Inside was a collection of old, black and white photos, and some trophies. 
There was also a heavy golden ping pong ball. When Aito looked at the photos,
he saw a woman he recognized. She was receiving a trophy. She was standing 
on top of a trophy stand with men in the second and third place spots. He looked 
carefully at the background of the photo and saw the words “World Ping-Pong 
Championships”. He knew the face of the woman very well. “Grandma?” said 
Aito, surprised.

“What are you talking about?” said Kimiko. 

Aito looked at the photo and realized he was not the best ping pong 
player in the family. He wondered if maybe he wasn’t even the second best 
player in the family anymore either. 
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The Family Champ
Aito and Kimiko were playing ping pong in the basement. Their game was 

intense. They both wanted to win. Aito’s younger sister, Kimiko, was usually slow. In 
the past couple of weeks, however, she had started to keep an eye on the ball. 
Aito used to just hit it hard and fast to her, but she never could hit it back. When 
he did this, the game would end. However, now he couldn’t just whack the ball 
off the green table like usual because she could hit it back. Now he had 
competition. 

Kimiko huffed. Her straight black hair was in her eyes. She was starting to 
sweat a little bit. “You’re afraid ‘cause your little sister is about to beat you," she 
said.

She was right. Aito was not ready for a little girl to beat him. She was starting 
to make him nervous and he didn’t like it.

She threw the ball and hit it with all her might. She hit it too hard. It zoomed 
past Aito’s head. The ball zipped off the table and onto the other side of the 
basement. It landed somewhere by all the boxes full of their parents’ stuff. 

Aito put his paddle down. He walked to the dusty corner of the basement. 
It was dark in the corner. He reached around to feel for the ball. Instead of 
touching the ball, he felt a box. He took a better look and saw an old wooden 
box. It looked fancy. There were Japanese characters written on the sides of the 
wooden box. He got down on his knees and opened it. 

Inside were some old black and white photos and some trophies. There was 
also a heavy, golden ping pong ball. When Aito looked at the photos, he saw a 
woman he recognized. She was being given a trophy. She was standing on top of 
a trophy stand with men in the second and third place spots. He looked carefully 
at the background of the photo and saw the words “World Ping-Pong 
Championships”. He knew the face of the woman very well. “Grandma?” said 
Aito, surprised.

Aito looked at the photo and realized he was not the best ping pong 
player in the family. He wondered if maybe he wasn’t even the second best 
player in the family anymore either. 
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This product can be found in my store:
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-And-Tapas

Check out my teaching BLOG for more tips and ideas:
www.TeachingAndTapas.com

If you have any questions, I would be happy to help you right 
away. Just EMAIL ME at:
TeachingAndTapas@gmail.com

The purchase of this product entitles the purchaser to ONE license per 
classroom unless additional licenses were purchased. Sharing, 
redistributing, selling, or posting this resource (or any part thereof) is strictly 
prohibited without the express permission of the author. Violations are 
subject to penalties according to the Digital Millennium Copyright Act. 


