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What is this resource? 
These are the math tasks that you have been looking for to help you 
teach via problem solving! This type of inquiry based learning is perfect 
for the teacher who wants to help students construct a deep 
understanding of mathematical ideas and processes by engaging them in 
doing mathematics.  
 

Who can use this ? 
Any second grade teacher who is looking to add rigor to the math 
classroom! This product can easily be integrated into any classroom as a 
supplemental resource and it works especially well in a math workshop 
classroom. These questions can be used seamlessly with Interactive Math 
Notebooks or Math Journals. They also work well as  task cards, center 
activities, or early finisher challenges. There are so many options! 

How are the questions differentiated? 
 

 

Every question is marked with either one circle or two.     
     = Level 1:  Great for students who are working at grade level. Questions 
have a greater scaffold than the Level 2 questions. 
        = Level 2: Questions with advanced level of rigor. Perfect for advanced 
students or those who can handle a challenge! 
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Student  
Choice Prompts 

Teacher Tip: 
 

    = Grade level questions with 
lower level of rigor 
 
         = Challenge questions often 
with advanced level of rigor 
 

 
 

 
 

	  	  

The following pages include an assortment of problem 
solving tasks condensed onto one page and organized by 
each Common Core standard.  
 
One way to use this option effectively is to give your 
students the whole page of tasks related to the standard. 
Over the course of the week (more or less time as 
needed), they pick and choose the questions to work on 
as they glue the “snippet” in their Interactive Math 

Notebook or their Math Journal.  This method works 
especially well in academically diverse classes. 
 

Be sure to end your math class with a Group Share 
where your students have a chance to share their 
problem solving methods.  



REPRESENT AND SOLVE PROBLEMS INVOLVING ADDITION  
AND SUBRACTION 
LEARNING GOAL:  I can add and subtract within 100 on one step and two step problems. 
 
SUGGESTED MATHEMATICAL PRACTICES: #1 Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
 
COMMON CORE STANDARD: Use addition and subtraction within 100 to solve one- and two-step word problems involving 
situations of adding to, taking from, putting together, taking apart, and comparing, with unknowns in all positions, e.g., by using 
drawings and equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem. 
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Janis read 32 pages of her favorite book 
yesterday.  Then she read 24 pages today. 
Her book is 90 pages long. How many more 
pages does she need to read to finish the 

book? 
 

 Explain your answer with a model and 
equations. 

Molly has 24 glitter stickers and 1 5  
puffy stickers. How many more glitter 

stickers does she have than puffy 
stickers? 

 
Explain your answer with a model and 

equation.  

There are 28 students in Mr. Ryan’s reading 
class. 1 4  of the students are reading 

independently, 9 students are reading with 
partners. The rest of the students are in a 

reading group with Mr. Ryan. How many 
students are with Mr. Ryan?  

 
Explain your answer with a model and 

equations. 

Lucy has 1 9  baseball cards. She gives 
8  of her cards to her little brother. 

How many does she have left? 
 

Explain your answer with a model and 
equation. 

There were 23 toys in the toy box. 9  
toys were stuffed animals and 5 were 

blocks. The rest were toy cars. How 
many were toy cars? 

 
Explain your answer with a model and 

equations. 

A squirrel gathered 7 acorns and 9 
chestnuts. The chipmunk gathered 23 

nuts. How many more nuts did the 
chipmunk gather than the squirrel? 

 
Explain your answer with a model and 

equations. 

There were 4 3  Skittles and 1 5  pieces of 
chocolate in the candy jar. Kensie and her 
friends ate some. Now there are only 1 8  

pieces of candy left. How many pieces of 
candy did they eat? 

 
Explain your answer with a model and 

equations. 

There were 74 people in the running  
race. 35 of the people were men. 26 people 
were women. The rest were children. How 

many children were in the race? 
 

Explain your answer with a model and 
equations.  

1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8

Questions with two  

circles are more 

challenging 

Eight tasks for every 

Common Core standard 

in the strand. 
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Task  
Cards 

The following pages include an assortment of problem 
solving tasks organized by Common Core standard.  Each 
page shows two tasks. There are so many options for 
how you can use these task cards! You can print the 
cards and cut them up individually or you could make them 
double-sided so that you have a “challenge” question on 
one side and a more basic question on the other. These 
cards could go centers or as an early finisher activity. 
 
Another option is to project one or two questions in front 
of your class while the students solve the questions and 
record their thinking in their Interactive Math Notebook or 

their Math Journal.  Be sure to end your math class 

with a Group Share where your students have a 
chance to share their problem solving methods.  
 
There are so many possibilities for using these problem 
solving questions! 
 

Teacher Tip: 
 

    = Grade level questions with 
lower level of rigor 
 
         = Challenge questions often 
with advanced level of rigor 
 

 
 

 
 

	  	  



2.
O

A
.1 

 #
 1 

   
 

 2
.O

A
.1 

# 
2 

   
 

Molly has 24 glitter stickers and 15  
puffy stickers. How many more 

glitter stickers does she have than 
puffy stickers? 

 
Explain your answer with a model 

and equation.  

Janis read 32 pages of her favorite book 
yesterday.  Then she read 24 pages today. 

Her book is 90 pages long. How many 
more pages does she need to read to 

finish the book? 
 

 Explain your answer with a model and 
equations. 

These task cards match the 

student choice prompts and 

can easily be used together.   
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Credits: 

 
 
 
 
 

Head back to my Teachers Pay Teachers 
 store to purchase the whole product.  

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-And-Tapas 
 
 

Check out my teaching blog for more tips and ideas: 
www.TeachingAndTapas.com 

 
If you have any questions or if you notice any errors, I would be 

happy to help you right away. Just send an email to: 
TeachingAndTapas@gmail.com 

 
 


