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What is this resource? 
These are the math tasks that you have been looking for to help you 
teach via problem solving! This type of inquiry based learning is perfect 
for the teacher who wants to help students construct a deep 
understanding of mathematical ideas and processes by engaging them in 
doing mathematics.  
 

Who can use this ? 
Any second grade teacher who is looking to add rigor to the math 
classroom! This product can easily be integrated into any classroom as a 
supplemental resource and it works especially well in a math workshop 
classroom. These questions can be used seamlessly with Interactive Math 
Notebooks or Math Journals. They also work well as  task cards, center 
activities, or early finisher challenges. There are so many options! 

 

How are the questions differentiated? 
 

 

Every question is marked with either one circle or two.     
     = Level 1:  Great for students who are working at grade level. Questions 
have a greater scaffold than the Level 2 questions. 
        = Level 2: Questions with advanced level of rigor. Perfect for advanced 
students or those who can handle a challenge! 
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Student  
Choice Prompts 

Teacher Tip: 
 

    = Grade level questions with 
lower level of rigor 
 
         = Challenge questions often 
with advanced level of rigor 
 

 
 

 
 

	  	  

The following pages include an assortment of problem 
solving tasks condensed onto one page and organized by 
each Common Core standard.  
 
One way to use this option effectively is to give your 
students the whole page of tasks related to the standard. 
Over the course of the week (more or less time as 
needed), they pick and choose the questions to work on 
as they glue the “snippet” in their Interactive Math 

Notebook or their Math Journal.  This method works 
especially well in academically diverse classes. 
 

Be sure to end your math class with a Group Share 
where your students have a chance to share their 
problem solving methods.  



REASON WITH SHAPES AND THEIR ATTRIBUTES 

LEARNING GOAL: I can recognize and draw shapes according to their attributes, such as angles or the number of equal 
faces. I can identify triangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons, hexagons, and cubes. 
 
SUGGESTED MATHEMATICAL PRACTICES: #3 Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 
 
COMMON CORE STANDARD: Recognize and draw shapes having specified attributes, such as a given number of 
angles or a given number of equal faces. Identify triangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons, hexagons, and cubes. 
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Draw a quadrilateral that is NOT a 
square, rectangle, or rhombus. 

 
How do you know your drawing is a 

quadrilateral?  

How many different kinds of 
quadrilaterals can you draw? Name 

each shape and describe its 
properties. 

Use four square tiles to make as many 
different shapes as you can. Draw 

the shapes in your journal. 
 

Describe your strategy for making 
sure the shapes were all different. 

Name three attributes these  
shapes all share? 

Try to draw more shapes that share 
these same three attributes. 

Draw two polygons with four angles 
that look very different.  

 
Describe the attributes of each shape. 

Draw a shape that shares at least 
two attributes with a hexagon. 

 
Describe as many attributes as you 

can of the shape you drew. 

Draw and name a shape with 3 sides. 
 

Draw and name a shape with 4 sides. 
  

Draw and name a shape with 5 sides. 

I took three shapes out of a box. 
Each shape had five sides. Draw the 

possible shapes I took out. 
 

How many angles could each shape 
have? How does the number of 

angles seem related to the number of 
sides? 

1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8

Questions with two  

circles are more 

challenging 

Eight tasks for every 

Common Core standard 

in the strand. 
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Task  
Cards 

The following pages include an assortment of problem 
solving tasks organized by Common Core standard.  Each 
page shows two tasks. There are so many options for 
how you can use these task cards! You can print the 
cards and cut them up individually or you could make them 
double-sided so that you have a “challenge” question on 
one side and a more basic question on the other. These 
cards could go centers or as an early finisher activity. 
 
Another option is to project one or two questions in front 
of your class while the students solve the questions and 
record their thinking in their Interactive Math Notebook or 

their Math Journal.  Be sure to end your math class 

with a Group Share where your students have a 
chance to share their problem solving methods.  
 
There are so many possibilities for using these problem 
solving questions! 
 

Teacher Tip: 
 

    = Grade level questions with 
lower level of rigor 
 
         = Challenge questions often 
with advanced level of rigor 
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How many different kinds of 
quadrilaterals can you draw? 

Name each shape and describe 
its properties. 

Name three attributes these  
shapes all share? 

Try to draw more shapes 
that share these same three 

attributes. 
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These task cards match the 

student choice prompts and 

can easily be used together.   
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Credits: 

 
 
 
 
 

Head back to my Teachers Pay Teachers 
 store to purchase the whole product.  

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-And-Tapas 
 
 

Check out my teaching blog for more tips and ideas: 
www.TeachingAndTapas.com 

 
If you have any questions or if you notice any errors, I would be 

happy to help you right away. Just send an email to: 
TeachingAndTapas@gmail.com 

 
 


