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WHATis in this resource?

45
original reading passages are included. Each close reading passage falls within the 
range of 450-790 Lexile Level. The Lexile Level and word count is marked at the top 
of each passage.

Each learning target has passages specifically dedicated to it. Comparing and 
contrasting two versions of the same story is extra special because it has a total of 10
passages so that your students can compare away!

Each passage has pages of carefully written and consistent close reading tasks or text-
dependent questions. The first page of close reading tasks is specifically aligned to the 
learning target identified at the top of the page.  

The second page of tasks is a SPIRAL REVIEW of all of the informational learning targets for 
the grade level. This is perfect for holding those kids accountable for everything they have 
already learned! No skill slipping on your watch!

WHAT standards is this aligned to?

WHY are there two file options?

This product is most closely aligned to the Common Core Standards. However, everything is 
referenced as “learning targets” so that it is applicable within any 2nd grade classroom. The 
learning targets in this product are:  

• ASK AND ANSWER QUESTIONS (Common Core Standard RL.2.1)
• MESSAGE, LESSON, OR MORAL (Common Core Standard RL.2.2)
• CHARACTERS RESPOND (Common Core Standard RL.2.3)
• RHYTHM (Common Core Standard RL.2.4)
• STORY STRUCTURE (Common Core Standard RL.2.5)
• POINT OF VIEW (Common Core Standard RL.2.6)
• CHARACTER, SETTING, AND PLOT (Common Core Standard RL.2.7)
• COMPARE AND CONTRAST (Common Core Standard RL.2.9)

There are two options in this download. You can choose to either use a version that makes 
references to Common Core or a version that does NOT make references to Common Core. 
The content is the same in both files, but this option gives Common Core schools a specific 
reference to the corresponding standard, which may be helpful.
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SNEAK peek…
Lexile 
Level

QUESTION PAGE 1     
Questions are 
specifically focused on 
one learning target.

QUESTION PAGE 2
This is a spiral of all 
grade level learning 
targets.

There are five 
activities just like 

this for each 
learning target.

Every question 
is aligned to a 
clearly 
marked 
learning 
target.



TABLE of contents…
LEARNING TARGET TEXT TITLE LEXILE 

LEVEL
WORD 
COUNT

ASK AND ANSWER QUESTIONS PAGES 7-21
Ask and answer such questions as who, 
what, where, when, why, and how to 
demonstrate understanding of key details in 
a text. 
(CCSS RL.2.1)

q My Fish Spike 610 425
q Packing to Move 680 344
q A Night at the Fair 740 364
q Cruise Ship Adventure 780 379
q Ultimate Road Trip 790 347

MESSAGE, LESSON, OR MORAL PAGES 22-36
Recount stories, including fables and 
folktales from diverse cultures, and 
determine their central message, lesson, or 
moral. 
(CCSS RL.2.2)

q The Golden Fish 540 372
q The Ugly Duckling 640 394
q Sarah and the Bear 640 417
q The Fox and the Crane 730 309
q The Hatchet 750 370

CHARACTER RESPONSE PAGES 37-51
Describe how characters in a story respond 
to major events and challenges. (CCSS 
RL.2.3)

q Sneaky Bart 590 385
q The Birthday Surprise 590 297
q The Garden 600 365
q Community 650 352
q Among the Trees 670 351

RHYTHM PAGES 52-66
Describe how words and phrases (e.g., 
regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated 
lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, 
poem,  or song. (CCSS RL.2.4)

q Helen, the Secret Pirate 450 351
q The Boy Who Never Told a Lie 580 101
q Falling Apart 600 332
q Hush Little Baby 640 119
q Jamie’s Costume Box 740 376

STORY STRUCTURE PAGES 67-81
Describe the overall structure of a story, 
including describing how the beginning 
introduces the story and the ending 
concludes the action. (CCSS RL.2.5)

q First Day at a New School 580 325
q Christmas Magic 600 334
q Learning to Make Pizza 740 359
q Birthday at the Zoo 750 303
q Luis and the Puppy 760 405

PASSAGES ARE ALL WITHIN THE 

LEXILE RANGE OF  450-790 



TABLE
LEARNING TARGET TEXT TITLE LEXILE 

LEVEL
WORD 
COUNT

POINT OF VIEW PAGES 82-96
Acknowledge differences in the points of 
view of characters, including by speaking in 
a different voice for each character when 
reading dialogue aloud. (CCSS RL.2.6)

q Let’s Ride! 600 327
q The Window 610 379
q Chuck the Duck 610 374
q A New Friend 710 397
q Twins 770 412

CHARACTERS, SETTING, & PLOT PAGES 97-111
Use information gained from the illustrations 
and words in a print or digital text to 
demonstrate understanding of its characters, 
setting, or plot. (CCSS RL.2.7)

q Just a Cat 580 334
q The Picky Eater 560 360
q Garden Walk 620 350
q A Special Week 690 368
q Second Chances 780 344

COMPARE AND CONTRAST PAGES 112-136
Compare and contrast two or more versions 
of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by 
different authors or from different cultures. 
(CCSS RL.2.9)

q Grasshopper and the Ants
q Ant and Grasshopper 

600
770

288
385

q Rella
q Hurit: A Native American Cinderella Story

620
710

371
468

q The Injured Athlete
q The Mouse Who Cried Cat

660
680

341
345

q The Tortoise and the Hare
q The Race

730
740

376
332

q Big Red
q No One Is Looking

640
790

367
372

of contents…
(continued)



50                      PASSAGES INCLUDEDleveled
COMMON CORE STANDARD NUMBER

(optional) 

LEXILE LEVEL

LEARNING TARGET There are two options in this download. You 
can choose to either use a version that 
makes references to Common Core or a 
version that does NOT make references to 
Common Core.



Question Page #1 
IS ALIGNED TO A SPECIFIC LEARNING TARGET 



Question Page #2 
IS A SPIRAL REVIEW OF THE OTHER LEARNING 
TARGETS
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My Fish Spike
My family has a big fish tank in the front room. It is really long and tall. 

Inside the tank, we have fish and plants. There are different kinds of fish. 
Some are fast swimmers, and some are slow. One of the fish hides under the 
rocks on the bottom. He is really shy. When we first got him, I searched every 
morning for his hiding spots. I could sometimes find him by watching for the 
tiny bubbles he blew. I followed the bubbles down to the bottom and 
looked for his eyes to move. My sister Emma named him Dusty. When he 
moves around, the sand stirs up in the water like dust in the air. 

Last month, we got a new fish from the store. My mom let me pick him 
out. He is a lionfish, and I named him Spike. His fins stick out like spikes all 
around his body. I think he looks like a porcupine. 

The first day he came home to our tank, he hid behind a rock. I asked 
my mom if Spike was sick, but she said, “He is just being shy. It is his first day 
in a new home.” The next day, he came out and started swimming all 
around. I learned how to feed Spike, and I liked to watch him eat. He is a 
really fast swimmer. 

One day, I asked my mom, “Is Spike ever sad that he is the only lionfish 
in our tank? Does he miss his family at the fish store?” She told me that he 
was born in the ocean. He moved to the fish store before coming to live at 
our house. I know where the ocean is. We go there on the weekends when 
it is sunny. Emma and I build big sandcastles and play ball. I have been 
there many times, but I have never seen a fish like Spike. 

Last weekend, we went to the beach. I asked my mom if I could bring 
Spike. I could fill the ice box with water for the ride. Spike could then visit his 
friends at the ocean. Mom said that the water is much too cold at our 
beach. Spike is from a warm part of the ocean that is far away. I don’t like 
swimming in cold water. 

Our fish tank is warm like the ocean Spike is from. When we came 
home from the beach, I told Spike about our day. He is always happy to see 
me and swims fast around his warm home. 

Lexile: 610L     Words: 425    CCSS RL.2.1 

NAME:
ASK AND ANSWER QUESTIONSREAD #1
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5. Write 1-3 words that sum up the topics of the following paragraphs:

A. ________________________________ C. ________________________________

6. Underline three important words in the text.

7. Summarize this story.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

1. Write five questions in which the answers could be found in the story.

WHO ___________________________________________________________________________?

WHAT ___________________________________________________________________________?

WHERE ___________________________________________________________________________?

WHY ___________________________________________________________________________?

HOW ___________________________________________________________________________?

2. When did the boy get a new fish named Spike?

3. What does Spike look like?

4. Why is a fish tank a better home for Spike instead of the 
ocean by the boy’s home?

Orange

Yellow

Blue

Cite the 
Evidence

Complete
Sentences

Restate the
Question

My Fish Spike
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8. Circle the BEGINNING of the story.
9. Describe how the author introduces the beginning of the story.

10. Describe what happens in the middle of the story.

11. Circle the ENDING of the story.
12. Describe how the author concludes the story.

13.                                  Color the text that helps you understand the 
boy’s CHARACTER.

14. Describe the boy’s character in your own words.

15.                                    Color the text that helps you imagine a picture 
of the SETTING.

16. Describe the setting in your own words.

Pink

Green

My Fish Spike
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Find this product in my Teachers Pay Teachers store. 
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-And-Tapas

Check out my teaching BLOG for more tips and ideas:
www.TeachingAndTapas.com

If you have any questions, I would be happy to help you right 
away. Just EMAIL ME at:
TeachingAndTapas@gmail.com

The purchase of this product entitles the purchaser to ONE license per 
classroom unless additional licenses were purchased. Sharing, 
redistributing, selling, or posting this resource (or any part thereof) is strictly 
prohibited without the express permission of the author. Violations are 
subject to penalties according to the Digital Millennium Copyright Act. 


